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April 2016 
______________________________________________________________          
 
Important notice 
 

 
Badminton England Age group definitions for 2016/17 
 
With effect from 1

st
 July 2016 Badminton England are changing the definitions of the junior age groups, 

and a player’s age group for the 2016/17 season will be determined according to their age on 31
st
 

December 2017.  Details are on the BE web-site at: 
 
http://www.badmintonengland.co.uk/landingpage.asp?section=6007&sectionTitle=Badminton+Age+Gro
up+Changes#.VxTnbP_mqzk  
 
There will be no change to the age of players actually eligible for the HSBA squads, and likewise the 
Shires League’s existing leagues will continue unchanged but will be called: “Under 18”, “Under 16” and 
“Under 14”, in conformity with the new definitions.  In addition there will be a new Under 12 league. 
 
The national inter-county team tournament (ICT), hitherto an Under 17 event, will in the new 
nomenclature be an “Under 18” tournament, so no change in the age for eligibility there either! 
 

 
 
 
National Schools Championships, Regional round: 
 A second success for John Henry Newman! Keshita De Silva & Michael Walden 
 (Richard Hale School) 
 
Hertfordshire sent four strong teams to Cambridge Regional College to compete in this event on 2

nd
 March. 

Each team had four or five members, playing five games in each match: two singles and three doubles.  
 
Playing for the Under 16 boys were John Henry Newman School. They won their first three games quite 
comfortably against St Clements High School, Parkside and Davenant Foundation, winning 5-0, 4-1, 5-0. In their 
final match, they faced Thurston Community College in their toughest test, narrowly beating them 3-2 to come 
first and go through to the national finals.  Congratulations to the team of Steven Elliott, Sean Groarke, Jason 
Haley, Callum Latter and Michael Rock, a great achievement to make the finals for the second year in 
succession. 

http://www.badmintonengland.co.uk/landingpage.asp?section=6007&sectionTitle=Badminton+Age+Group+Changes#.VxTnbP_mqzk
http://www.badmintonengland.co.uk/landingpage.asp?section=6007&sectionTitle=Badminton+Age+Group+Changes#.VxTnbP_mqzk
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Playing for the Under 14 boys were Richard Hale School. In their first game, they faced a very tough opponent, 
Bedford School and lost 4-1. They did however go on to win the rest of their games, against Downham Market 
Academy and King Edward VI CE Upper School by 5-0 and 5-0. The team finished third overall but played 
brilliantly throughout. 
 
Playing for the Under 16 girls were Queenswood School. In their first game, they too had a very tough 
opponent, Sharnbrook Upper School, and lost 5-0. They went on to face another tough school, East Bergohlt 
High School, but managed to win 3-2. Afterwards, they went on to play St Bede’s Inter-Church School, winning 
a comfortable 5-0. Queenswood came third overall, playing amazingly all tournament. 
 
Playing for the Under 14 girls were Watford Grammar School for Girls. In their first two matches, they faced 
tough opponents, Chelmsford County High School for Girls and Springwood High School, and lost 5-0 and 3-2 
in a very close match. The girls then went on to play St Ivo School, winning a comfortable 5-0. Watford 
Grammar School for Girls came fifth overall but had great sportsmanship and played well throughout. 
 
 
HSBA Tournament, 7

th
 February Barbara Lewczynska 

 
It was the first time this event had taken place at Birchwood, and with some nifty staggered start times it all went 
according to plan. First up was the Under 13 Boys singles at 9.30, with an entry of 17 in three boxes of four and 
one of five. There was some excellent sporting play, and some clear up-and-coming stars amongst a fairly wide 
age range. The boxes went according to seeding, and the main event semi-finals were close affairs with Harry 
Goode beating Thomas Searle 21-16 in one and Toby Goddard just scraping through against Shashank 
Madhukiran in the other. The final, a game of ups and downs, saw Toby lift the trophy to become the 2015/16 
Under 13 champion. In the final of the Plate event Edward Chen beat 10 year-old Finley Goode 21-9. 
 
The Under 13 Girls singles, which included six Queenswood players, again went according to seeding. Jemima 
Bissaker from Queenswood played particularly well to get into the main event, but was eventually knocked out 
by Lavigne Leung in the quarter final.  The semi-final in the main event saw Alyssa Lee beating Lavigne 21-16, 
and Paankhuri Bhatia beating Pranathi Koneru 21-11. The final, another very closely fought affair, was the first 
trophy of the afternoon for Alyssa.  In the Plate competition Holly Clayton took away the gold medal after 
beating Mila Akopora in the final. 
 
The afternoon continued with the Under 13 doubles events starting at 13.30. The Boys doubles was made up of 
two perfect boxes of four, which meant that in the second round all pairs went straight into the semi-finals of the 
main or the Plate event. The main event final gave Toby Goddard (partnering Harry Goode) his second trophy 
of the day when they came up trumps against Shashank Madhukiran and Thomas Sweetnam, and in the Plate 
event final Finley Goode and Ben Herbert beat Benjamin Merry and Sherwin Elliott. 
 
For their doubles event the Under 13 girls played in one box of seven, so all pairs had six games apiece. The 
Queenswood girls acquitted themselves very well, but in the end Alyssa Lee and Paankhuri Bhatia lifted the 
trophy after winning all six of their games. 
 
At this stage of the afternoon we were joined by the Under 10 entrants for their singles competition.  It was 
super to see a great turnout for the boys with 20 entrants (long may it continue) and eight in the girls event. 
 
For the girls, all games were closely contested in their two boxes, and like the Under 13 Boys double event, all 
players were redrawn into the semi-final in the second round. A nail-biting finish in the main event meant that 
Pranathi Koneru was crowned the Under 10 Singles champion by just one point, whereas in the Plate event, 
Aahna Bhatia had a slightly easier final. 
 
There were really close games in the first round of the Boys Under 10 event too, particularly in boxes B and C, 
and the top two went into the main event and the bottom two into the Plate event. James Joseph was the victor 
for the second year running with a close victory over Charlie Windebank, and in the Plate event Alistair Bennett 
prevailed over Darcey Palmer. 
 
Whilst all this was taking place, the Under 13 Mixed doubles event was being played in a box of 5. Paankhuri 
Bhatia lifted her second trophy of the day, playing with Shashank Madhukiran, closely followed by Alyssa Lee 
and Harry Goode. 
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Under 13 Girls singles (main event) 
 Winner: Alyssa Lee, R/up Paankuri Bhatia, s/f Pranathi Koneru & Lavigne Leung. 
U13 Girls singles (Plate event) 
 Winner: Holly Clayton, R/up Mila Akopora, s/f  Nikki Pari & Aimjun Jaturanpinyo 
U13 Boys singles (main event) 
 Winner: Toby Goddard, R/up Harry Goode, s/f  Thomas Searle & Shashank Madhukiran 
U13 Boys singles (Plate event) 
 Winner: Edward Chen, R/up Finley Goode, s/f Arin Hattrell & Ben Herbert 
U13 Girls doubles 
 Winners: Paankhuri Bhatia & Alyssa Lee   
 2nd place Pranathi Koneru & Lavigne Leung 
 3rd place Sydney Hall & Holly Clayton 
U13 Boys doubles (main event) 
 Winner: Toby Goddard & Harry Goode, R/up Shahshank Madhukiran & Thomas Searle, s/f Jack 

Teoh & Edward Chen, Harry Searle & Alec Wooster 
U13 Boys doubles (Plate event) 
 Winners: Finley Goode and Ben Herbert, R/up Benjamin Merry & Sherwin Elliot, s/f Wayne Lee & 

Zac Draford-Hafeez, Harrison Priesthall & Darcey McBride 
U10 Girls singles (main event) 
 Winner Pranathi Koneru, R/up Mabel Reid, S/f Katie Savage & Isabelle Lee 
U10 Girls singles (Plate event) 
 Winner Aahna Bhatia, R/up Naomi Latter, S/f Ellen-Rose Boon & Ameera Haji 
U10 Boys singles (main event) 
 Winner James Joseph, R/up Charlie Windebank, S/f Vincent Lee & Krish Mahbubhani 
U10 Boys singles (Plate event) 
 Winner Alistair Bennett, R/up Darcey Palmer, S/f Ben Gostick & Akshith Katuri 
U13 Mixed doubles 
 1st Paankhuri Bhatia & Shashank Madhukiran 
 2nd Alyssa Lee & Harry Goode 
 3rd Leona Lee & Toby Goddard 
 
 

HSBA Primary schools team tournament, 13
th

 March Barbara Lewczynska 
 
Over 90 primary-aged pupils from 14 schools in Hertfordshire attended the Primary Schools Team Tournament, 
which was preceded by a 70-minute coaching session taken by Hazel Levins, John Stobo, Nick Goode, Brian 
Jackson, Doug Clarke, Dave Bartlett, and Ken Winchester where the participants got some very useful coaching 
tips which no doubt helped them during the matches themselves. 
 
At 11.30 the rest of the children arrived to take part, and they all soon got the hang of the procedure, Ronni 
Goode helping them to fill in the match slips once they had decided which members of their team were playing 
singles or doubles. As you can imagine this always leads to some fairly contentious discussion between team 
members, but Ronni always calmed down frayed tempers and then sent the players on to their allocated courts. 
 
The girls played in round-robin format in one big box of seven.  For the boys there were five boxes of four for the 
first round, which in round two became four boxes of five.  It was, as usual, a super tournament. There was 
boundless excitement and enthusiasm, and it was great to see so much team spirit. The adult spectators also 
behaved themselves quite well! 
 
But there can only be one winner in each category, and they were: 
 

Girls Team: 1
st
 Applecroft (WGC), 2

nd
 Manland (Harpenden), 3

rd
 Ladbrooke A (Potters Bar) 

Boys Team: 1
st
 Cassiobury (Watford), 2

nd
 Templewood (WGC), 3

rd
 York House (Croxley Green) 

Mixed Team: 1
st
 Templewood (WGC), 2

nd
 Ladbrooke A (Potters Bar), 3

rd
 St John the Baptist (Great 

Amwell) 
 

Thank you very much to my helpers for the tournament: Mike Newlove, Ronni Goode and Ken Winchester, the 
coaches at the popular coaching session and anyone else I have forgotten to mention who helped with the 
scoring. 
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Final placings were: 
 

Position Boys Girls Mixed 

1 Cassiobury Applecroft Templewood 

2 Templewood A Manland Ladbrooke A 

3 York House Ladbrooke A SDt John the Baptist 

4 Ladbrooke A Templewood Applecroft 

5 St John the Baptist St John the Baptist St John’s, Lemsford 

6 Bengeo Ladbrooke B Manland 

7 St John’s, Lemsford St John’s, Lemsford Ladbrooke B 

8 Hartsfield   

9 Templewood B   

10 Richard Whittington   

11 Applecroft B   

12 Applecroft A   

13 Little Heath B   

14 Manland   

15 Little Heath C   

16 Little Heath A   

17 Ladbrooke B   

18 Much Hadham Inv team   

19 Ladbrooke C   

20 Our Lady   

 
 

 
Participants at the primary schools team tournament 

 
 

David Brown Ken Winchester 
 
Sadly, we have to say a grateful farewell to our Under 17 squad manager, David Brown, who will be leaving 
HSBA at the end of the season.  David took over the reins from Pat Walker in 2012 and has always worked 
tirelessly in the interests of his players.  Apart from being a skilled coach, David was a highly successful player 
in his own right, and his talent will be sorely missed. 
 
The County is particularly proud of his Under 17 team’s performance at this year’s ICT where they achieved 7

th
 

place out of 35 teams, the best performance by a Hertfordshire team since 2011. 
 
Together with our sincere thanks, we would like to wish David every success and happiness for the future. 
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York RIO 2016 Rees Clarke 
 
RIO was certainly a weekend to remember and not just because of the badminton!  It was a chilly start catching 
the 7.21 Stevenage to York train, where Zach had sushi for breakfast, Steven caught up on some sleep and the 
rest of us played some cards, whilst of course getting mentally prepared for the long day of badminton ahead.  
We greeted York with the Herts air horn and arrived at the sports hall excited and raring to go. 
 
We faced Yorkshire first of all and got off to a great start, 2-0 up with Molly and Zach and Claudia and Chris 
both winning their mixed.  Unfortunately, despite Zach and Dan’s best efforts to distract the Yorkshire girls, we 
were defeated 3-12.  Next match, Lancashire.  It was close the whole way through and the end result of 7-8 
could easily have been reversed if one of the three matches that went to three games had gone our way!  Our 
match against Warwickshire was the last on court for the day and we defeated them with great play, sheer 
determination and lots of encouragement.  Herts 10 Warwickshire 5. 
 
Exhausted but happy the Herts team walked to the hotel to be fed and watered.  We all enjoyed a nice roast 
dinner, although we had to do our best to cheer Dan up after his request for the waitress’s number was rejected!  
We all strutted our stuff at the disco, with the mosh pit being a great success together with the Bucks team.  
Steven was the first to collapse in bed fully clothed, the rest of us surviving a bit longer! 
 
Sunday morning and a full English breakfast did its best to wake us up, then it was back to the sports hall with 
our cases and bags.  We were now playing in a group for positions 5 to 8.  Our first match was against Notts, 
which we comfortably won 10-5 after some exciting games and great performances, Abbie and Molly continuing 
their good run of doubles wins.  After a really healthy lunch of nuggets and chips for everyone, we returned to 
the hall to face the Lothian team including their giant!  We had more close games in this match with Monique 
and Steven’s singles both going to three games.  The end result, Herts 5 Lothian 10, meant we finished in 6th 
place, one place higher than last year.  A special mention should go to Claudia and Chris who were undefeated 
in all of their five mixed doubles matches. 
 
Presentations followed with Zach winning a style award for his exotic trousers and colourful shoes.  The 
excitement didn’t end in Yorkshire however!  On the train on the way home, Zach had an unexpected phone call 
from Dan…….who was phoning from the loo on the train……He was stuck in there!  The whole Herts team and 
coaches surrounded the loo and tried our best to release him but eventually it was the guard from the train who 
managed to set Dan free, much to the great amusement of the lady sitting close by watching the events unfold! 
 
A fantastic weekend! A big thank you to the coaches, Dave and Dave, and to Sam Newlove and Sue Clarke for 
their support. 
 

Team: Christopher Adey, Laura Anderson, Rees Clarke, Claudia Crowther, Zach Daniels, Daniel 
Davey, Steven Elliott, Molly Goode, Monique Maisey, Keya Patani, Abbie Smith, Nathan 
Wooster 

Coaches: David Brown, Dave Westwood 
 
 
Under 17 Inter Counties Tournament 2016 (ICT) Nathan Wooster 
 
Waking up early on Thursday 31

st
 March the Herts players were excited and ready to go and compete against 

34 other counties in this prestigious badminton tournament held at Nottingham Uni.  Also in the team were 
coaches David Brown, David Westwood, Becky White and ex-player Sam Newlove who all did a fantastic job in 
leading the team throughout the challenging four days. 
 
When we arrived we were straightaway on court, playing Nottinghamshire.  It was a great start, and we 
managed to win 8-2.  After a short break we were competing again, against Shropshire, claiming an amazing 
victory of 10-0.  That evening we were on court once more, this time against a strong Surrey side, sadly losing 
this one 2-8.  (Surrey eventually finished as runners-up in the whole tournament.)  It was a very tiring day, but 
the team kept going with great encouragement from each other, the coaches and some parents. 
 
The next day we had a challenging start, playing last year’s winners Buckinghamshire (who also went on to win 
this year).  It was a hard match, and our team played very well despite the tough opponents, especially Zach 
who managed to beat Kit Clement-Dawson in three close games.  We were then up against Leinster who had a 
very strong team including the U17 European Singles Champion.  We were down 4-1, but did not give up, and it 
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finished an extremely close match.  Drawing 5-5 it then went down to who won the most games.  Hertfordshire 
came out top by 12-11 games, and I think this was our best victory of the tournament as a team.  Everyone was 
buzzing after it and ready to play the last match of the day, against Berkshire.  Fired on our previous victory, we 
won 7-3 and finished the successful day with a celebratory pizza.  
 
Knowing that in the final round we were competing for 5

th
 to 8

th
 place, we now had already done better than last 

year.  The Saturday was extremely hard playing against two other counties who were also in the top 8, and 
unfortunately we slipped to defeat by 3-7 against Leicestershire and 2-8 against Devon.  Ending the day with the 
ICT disco was great fun, and the next morning we were determined to keep pushing for a higher position.  Our 
final match was against Kent, who we had lost to in the Shires League earlier in the season.  Again the 
encouragement from each other drove the team on, and this time we won 7-3, everyone playing extremely well 
despite the tired legs.  We ended the tournament and the season coming 7

th
 out of 35 counties, which is an 

unbelievable result and the best Hertfordshire has had since 2011.  It was a fantastic end to a successful year of 
County badminton and for a few of us, including me, the last year of representing Hertfordshire in the Under 17 
squad.  
 

Team: Christopher Adey, Laura Anderson, Claudia Crowther, Zach Daniels, Daniel Davey, Steven 
Elliott, Molly Goode, Keya Patani, Abbie Smith, Nathan Wooster 

Coaches: David Brown, Sam Newlove, Dave Westwood, Becky White 
 

 

Hertfordshire Junior Badminton League John Stobo 
 
The second match day of this season’s play in the league took place at Hatfield’s Birchwood Leisure Centre on 
14

th
 February, and results leave the league poised in the closest of races for this year’s title.  The Welwyn 

Hatfield team, ahead by 18 points after the first match day, saw their lead cut to just a single point, and they now 
head the league table with 114 points, ahead of Hertsmere on 113.  A very strong performance from the 
Stevenage team saw them leap from 7

th
 place to 3

rd
 on 90 points.  Losers on the day were the team from Three 

Rivers district who slipped from second to fifth place with 63 points, but the competition between these four and 
East Hertfordshire, who rose to 4

th
 place, is extremely close in the battle for the medal positions which will 

unfold on the third match day.  There is a league team from each of the ten districts in Hertfordshire, and as 
Sunday’s play showed that a few points gained or lost can produce a big swing in league positions the five 
teams presently occupying the lower positions likewise will have everything to play for at the final match day on 
Sunday 8

th
 May. 

 
In the table below points scored by each team in each match are shown in the row bearing its name, and points 
conceded are shown in the column bearing its name.  Matches not yet played will take place on Sunday 8

th
 

May, and the schedule for the day appears on Page 15. 
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Broxbourne  71 66   37 56 84  67 

Dacorum 60  67  71  76 61  49 

East Herts 85 78  67 77 84   82  

Hertsmere   73  63 87  71 98 76 

North Herts  72 67 75  73 81  71  

St Albans 81  62 50 64   63 58  

Stevenage 87 89   74   67 100 70 

3 Rivers 85 90  64  87 74   86 

Watford   74 36 51 84 24   44 

Wel Hat 85 93  63   86 77 102  
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League positions after the second match day: 

 

Position Team name 
Points 
scored 

Points 
conceded 

Points 
difference 

1 Welwyn Hatfield 506  392  +114 

2 Hertsmere 468  355  +113 

3 Stevenage 487  397  +90 

4 East Hertfordshire 473  409  +64 

5 Three Rivers 486  423  +63 

6 North Hertfordshire 439  400  +39 

7 St Albans 378  452  -74 

8 Broxbourne 381  483  -102 

9 Dacorum 384  493  -109 

10 Watford 313  511  -198 

 

After a very tense day’s play, the excitement among players (and their parents and supporters!) reached a new 
intensity with the arrival in the playing hall of Gail Emms, Olympic medallist and former world champion in the 
sport.  At the end of the day exhausted players magically found new energies to take part in a training 
masterclass with Gail, who also described to the youngsters her path to stardom in the sport from her 
beginnings as a local junior club player in Hitchin.  For the club players of today, playing rallies with Gail and 
having the chance to handle an Olympic silver medal and a world champion’s gold medal was an inspiring 
experience.  The photos taken with her and the autographs signed by her are the players’ mementoes of a day 
which will live long in the memory. 

 

 
Gail Emms shows her Olympic medal to Junior League players  

 

 
Victor Junior OLVE tournament 2016, Belgium, 26

th 
- 28

th 
March  Fiona MacLeod 

 
This annual three-day Under 11 to Under 17 tournament, held outside Antwerp, is a major event for local hosts 
OLVE Badminton club, and Hertfordshire’s invitation to participate this year provided a wonderful opportunity for 
some of our younger players to compete against excellent European teams. Despite the turmoil caused by the 
terrorist attacks on Brussels airport and station three days earlier, which forced many last-minute cancellations, 
teams from some 15 countries made it to Antwerp and enjoyed three days of exciting and hard-fought matches. 
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After much rejigging of the early draws, and to keep everyone playing, the organisers decided to put together 
some ‘cross-country’ doubles teams, at times testing the players’ language skills as well as their match play!  
Playing for Herts Under 13 Girls were Deborah James, Lavigne Leung and Lucy Savage, while Under 13 Boys 
were Alistair Bennett, Darcy McBride, Harrison Priesthall and Cameron Sharkey. Under 11 Boys were David 
James and Charlie Windebank. Katie Savage, as the lone Hertfordshire Under 11 Girl, was partnered for the 
doubles by Danish player Naja Abildgaard, a successful pairing which saw them bring home a gold medal as 
eventual winners of the Girls doubles Under 11! 
 
Lavigne Leung and her Swiss partner Lucie Amiguet played consistently well to reach the semi-finals of the 
Girls doubles. In the singles, Lavigne, Katie Savage and Deborah James all had wins in the early rounds.  The 
Under 11 and Under 13 boys gained valuable match experience as they each faced tough competition in their 
groups, with Charlie Windebank doing well to win a closely fought early round Under 11 match against his 
Belgian opponent. Special mention too to Daniel Bennett, who went from spectator to player at short notice to 
partner Cameron Sharkey in the Under 13 Boys doubles, playing above his age grade and holding his own on 
court for a great couple of games. 
 
Many thanks to Adrian Leung and Chris James for handling much of the logistics, and to the players’ families 
who spent their Easter weekend in Belgium cheering the players on.   
 

 
Hertfordshire players and managers at the OLVE tournament 

 
 
Under 11 friendly match Debbie Clarke 
 
What did you get up to on Valentine's day? Well, 11 boys and 6 girls from our Under 11 squad met at Birchwood 
for a friendly match with 7 boys and 6 girls from Warwickshire's U11’s.  The atmosphere was super and 
everyone was friendly and supportive. Some great badminton was played by all the players. The improvement 
in the players from the beginning of the season has been phenomenal, and it was wonderful to watch each and 
every player go from strength to strength.  The final result was 23 games to 23 games, a perfect result for a 
well-matched event!  Thank you to all the parents for providing such a wonderful spread and the relaxed and 
highly efficient organisation by the Herts and Warwickshire coaching teams. 
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Hertfordshire and Warwickshire Under 11 players with their coaches 

 

 

Shires League, 2015/16 

 

With all the squads’ fixtures completed, the results for each are: 

 

Under 13 1
st
      

Kent 19-1       

Sussex 17-3       

Essex 17-3       

Surrey 1
st
  10-10  Under 15   Under 17  

Suffolk 19-1  Bedfordshire 16-4  Kent 4-16 

Middlesex 20-0  Cambridgeshire 13-7  Sussex 7-13 

   Suffolk 19-1  Surrey 6-14 

Under 13 2
nd

    Surrey 1
st
  3-17  Bedfordshire 19-1 

Buckinghamshire 2-18  Essex 1-19  Norfolk 18-2 

Norfolk 10-10  Norfolk 13-7  Essex 14-6 

Middlesex 11-9       

Essex 8-12       

Surrey 1
st
  3-17       

Leicestershire 0-20       

 
Following these results, the Under 13 1

st
 team has finished 4

th
 and has qualified for the national finals to be held 

on 22
nd

 May.  We wish the team well for that event.  The Under 13 2
nd

 team finished a creditable 26
th
 out of 33 

teams, the Under 15’s finished 14
th
, narrowly missing a play-off position, and the Under 17’s finished 16

th
. 
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Hertfordshireôs stars at English Nationals John Stobo  
 
Congratulations to all those squad players who gained entry to this season’s instalment of junior badminton’s 
premier tournament series: 
 

Under 11 Pranathi Koneru, Leona Lee, Thomas Rock, Mabel Rose Reid, Katie Savage 
Under 13 Paankhuri Bhatia, Holly Clayton, Pranathi Koneru, Alyssa Onnay Lee, Lavigne Leung, Thomas 

Sweetnam  
Under 15 Cameron Bannister, Molly Goode, Abbie Smith 
Under 17 Christopher Adey, Zach Daniels, Daniel Davey, Molly Goode, Abbie Smith 
 

The achievements of those who progressed from their boxes are reported in our results service on pages 12-14.  
Leona Lee’s performance in the Under 11 tournament was especially noteworthy.  She reached the final of the 
girls’ singles, losing in three games to Tashvi Parab, but then won the doubles with partner Abigail Hong, 
gaining revenge over Tashvi and her partner in the final.  Leona’s victory was the first national title to be won by 
a Hertfordshire player since 2013, when Matthew Widdicombe and Keya Patani triumphed in the level doubles 
events at Under 17 and Under 13 respectively, and was impressive for being achieved without the loss of a 
single game.  Well done, Leona and Abigail! 
 
 
Badminton England grading promotions 
 
Congratulations to the following squad players who have improved on their previous best singles grading in the 
list published by BE in April 2016: 
 

Promoted to grade C: Zach Daniels 
Promoted to grade D: Daniel Davey, Abbie Smith 
Promoted to grade F: Cameron Bannister, Alyssa Onnay Lee, Nathan Wooster 
Promoted to grade G: Jason Haley, Safee Hamid, Brendan Ho, Thomas Sweetnam, Max Titterton 
Promoted to grade H: Harriet Bell, Deborah James, Shashank Madhukiran 
 

Congratulations also to the following players who achieved their first grading in the same list: 
 

Grade I: Sydney Hall 
Grade J: Ammar Ali Bandali, Jaxon Clarke, George Frizelle, Ben Gostick, Benjamin Hahn, 

Katie Savage, Cameron Sharkey, Jake Watkiss 
 

BE publishes an updated grading list at approximately monthly intervals. Full details of the grading system and 
the latest list are provided on the BE web-site at: 
 
http://www.badmintonengland.co.uk/text.asp?section=2956&sectionTitle=National+Gradings#.VLrDj2ezV9A  
 
 
Senior Schools points tables 
 
Following completion of this season’s HSBA tournament, the Senior Schools points tables are as follows: 
 

Under 18 

Girls 
Position 

Boys 

School Points School Points 

Queenswood 104 1 John Warner 65 

Verulam 66 2 Monks Walk 63 

Parmiters 61 3 Verulam 60 

Presdales 53 4 Townsend 57 

Hemel Hempstead 52 5 North Herts College 48 

St George’s 35 6 Watford Boys Grammar 46 

Monks Walk 33 7 John Henry Newman 33 

Freman College 32 8 Hitchin Boys 26 

Mount Grace 
20 9 Simon Balle 25 

Simon Balle 

http://www.badmintonengland.co.uk/text.asp?section=2956&sectionTitle=National+Gradings#.VLrDj2ezV9A
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  10 Knights Templar 24 

  11 Ashlyns 18 

  12 Mount Grace 7 

  
13 

Onslow St Audrey’s 
6 

  Priory 

  15 Richard Hale 5 

  16 Oaklands College 4 

  17 Parmiters 2 

 
Under 15 

Girls 
Position 

Boys 

School Points School Points 

Queenswood 188 1 John Henry Newman 126 

Presdales 79 2 Ashlyns 64 

Hemel Hempstead 70 3 Richard Hale 59 

Mount Grace 65 4 Hitchin Boys 48 

Freman College 56 5 Dame Alice Owen 42 

Hitchin Girls 47 6 St George’s 37 

Sir John Lawes 29 7 Simon Balle 29 

St Albans Girls 3 8 St Albans Boys 19 

 9 Bishops Stortford College 8 

10 Egerton Rothesay 3 

     
Under 13 

Girls 
Position 

Boys 

School Points School Points 

Hitchin Girls 75 1 Richard Hale 136 

Queenswood 73 2 Haberdashers’ Aske’s 82 

Presdales 40 3 Watford Boys Grammar 80 

Beaumont 
16 4 

Hemel Hempstead 
38 

Goffs Hitchin Boys 

Chancellor’s 14 6 Verulam 29 

Monks Walk 8 7 John Henry Newman 22 

St Albans Girls High 6 8 Chancellor’s 20 

  9 Lochinver House 17 

  10 Highfield 16 

  
11 

Beechwood Park 
13 

  John F Kennedy 

  13 Aldwickbury 12 

  
14 

Bishops Stortford College 
4 

  Dame Alice Owen 

  16 St Albans Boys 3 

 
Editorôs note: Results gained by players attending schools outside Hertfordshire are not included in this table. 

 
 

Badminton England junior tournaments 
 
When HSBA squad members reach the knock-out stage of events played initially in boxes or the quarter finals 
of events played in straight knock-out format or a medal position in events played in round robin format, On the 
Line! will report their achievement. 
 
Editorôs note: There are many excellent results in the list below, but perhaps the highlight is the Herts playersô 
achievements in the Warwickshire Under 13 Bronze tournament: two Gold medals, four Silver and one Bronze 
across the five events.  Under 11 squad coach Adrian Leung, who was at the tournament with daughter 
Lavigne, commented: ñBy the end of the day there were groans and sighs from the spectators as yet more Herts 
players were called up to collect their medals!ò 

 



Page 12 

 

Under 11 English National Championship 

GS 
Quarter final Mabel Rose Reid lost to Abigail Hong: 5-15, 8-15 

Final Leona Lee lost to Tashvi Parab: 15-7, 5-15, 7-15 

GD Final Leona Lee & Abigail Hong won the event!! 

 

Under 15 English National Championship 

GS Round 2 Abbie Smith lost to Hope Warner: 13-21, 11-21 

 

Northumberland Under 11 

GS Final Mabel Rose Reid lost to Stephanie Rowarth: 14-12, 5-11, 8-11 

GD Round-robin Mabel Rose Reid & Delphi-Beau Foster finished in Silver medal position 

 

Devon Under 11 

GS Final Mabel Rose Reid won the event!! 

GD Final Mabel Rose Reid & Jennifer Lai won the event!! 

 

Tees Valley Under 11 

GD Final Maia Mendes Di Gesaro & Lucy Atkins won the event!! 

 

Middlesex Under 11 

GS Quarter final Pranathi Koneru lost to Lucy Atkins: 6-11, 11-9, 6-11 

 

Lilleshall Under 13 Gold 

BS Semi-final 
Tobias Goddard lost to Luke Griffiths: 13-21, 21-23 

Thomas Sweetnam lost to Scott Haysom: 18-21, 17-21 

 

Surrey Under 15 Gold 

GD Quarter final 
Molly Goode & Abbie Smith lost to Charlotte Atkins & Gunjan Randhawa: 24-
26, 18-21 

 

Milton Keynes Under 15 Gold 

GS Quarter final Molly Goode lost to Sofia Nicolson: 8-21, 11-21 

 

Cheltenham Under 17 Gold 

BS Semi-final Daniel Davey lost to Gregg Dawson: 21-19, 15-21, 16-21 

 

Redbridge Under 17 Gold 

BS Quarter final 
Daniel Davey lost to Jay Rathi: 21-13, 19-21, 11-21 

Christopher Adey lost to Brandon Yap: 21-15, 19-21, 14-21 

GS Semi-final Abbie Smith lost to Gunjan Randhawa: 16-21, 21-11, 9-21 

BD Quarter final 
Christopher Adey & Levi Hoang lost to Jack Macgregor & Ethan van 
Leeuwen: 21-16, 13-21, 19-21 

 

West Midlands Under 15 Silver 

BS Quarter final Cameron Bannister lost to Siddharth Halder: 11-15, 10-15 

 

Hertfordshire Under 15 Silver 

BS 
Quarter final Tommy Corteen lost to Martin Beynon: 17-19, 8-15 

Semi-final Cameron Bannister lost to Martin Beynon: 17-15, 11-15, 11-15 

GS Quarter final Paankhuri Bhatia lost to Bronwyn Ready: 13-15, 10-15 

GD Final Olivia Clark & Amelia Dixon lost to Eve Dale & Hritika Modi: 7-15, 15-11, 6-15 

 

Suffolk Under 15 Silver 

XD Semi-final Olivia Clark & Jason Haley lost to Anna Palacci & Jamie Green: 14-15, 7-15 

BD Final Cameron Bannister & Jason Haley won the event!! 
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Essex Under 17 Silver 

BS Semi-final Daniel Davey lost to Gregory Saunders: 14-16, 13-15 

BD Final Zach Daniels & Daniel Davey won the event!! 

 

Suffolk Under 17 Silver 

GS Semi-final Abbie Smith lost to Vicky Roberts: 10-15, 11-15 

 

Kent Under 17 Silver 

GS 
Semi-final Laura Anderson lost to Gunjan Randhawa: 7-15, 10-15 

Final Molly Goode lost to Gunjan Randhawa by a walkover 

XD Final Zach Daniels & Molly Goode won the event!! 

BD Final Zach Daniels & Daniel Davey won the event!! 

GD Semi-final Molly Goode & Abbie Smith lost to Amy Hayhoe & Katie Scott: 5-15, 10-15 

 

Nottingham Under 13 Bronze 

GS Semi-final Pranathi Koneru lost to Catherine Wong: 9-21 

 

Kent Under 13 Bronze 

BS Final 
Thomas Sweetnam lost to Shashank Madhukiran: 17-21 

Shashank Madhukiran won the event!! 

GS 
Quarter final 

Deborah James lost to Katie Bicknell: 15-21 

Pranathi Koneru lost to Holly Clayton: 16-21 

Semi-final Holly Clayton lost to Anoushka McIntosh: 14-21 

 

Warwickshire Under 13 Bronze 

BS Final 
Shashank Madhukiran lost to Thomas Sweetnam: 21-23 

Thomas Sweetnam won the event!! 

GS Final Lavigne Leung lost to Abigail Hong: 20-22 

XD 
Semi-final Thomas Sweetnam & Lavigne Leung lost to Joseph Scott & Mia Kirk: 11-21 

Final Shashank Madhukiran & Paankhuri Bhatia won the event!! 

BD Final 
Shashank Madhukiran  & Thomas Sweetnam lost to Ralph Ackroyd & Daniel 
Mcmillan: 15-21 

GD Final Paankhuri Bhatia & Lavigne Leung lost to Tamsin Betts & Abigail Hong: 16-21 

 

Worcester Under 13 Bronze 

BS Semi-final Thomas Sweetnam lost to Joseph Scott: 13-21 

GS Quarter final Lavigne Leung lost to Tamsin Betts: 12-21 

GD Semi-final 
Lavigne Leung & Skye Mccrimmond lost to Natasha Morris & Catherine 
Wong: 20-22 

 

Hampshire Under 13 Bronze 

BS Final Shashank Madhukiran lost to Nick Jones: 18-21 

GS 
Round 2 Holly Clayton lost to Asha Katel: 18-21 

Semi-final Lavigne Leung lost to Anoushka Macintosh: 25-27 

GD Semi-final 
Holly Clayton & Lavigne Leung lost to Hannah Sheridan & Sanjana Shyam 
Prasad: 20-22 

 

Essex Under 13 Bronze 

GS 

Quarter final Lavigne Leung lost to Charlotte Pollard: 20-22 

Semi-final Holly Clayton lost to Pranathi Koneru: 10-21 

Final Pranathi Koneru lost to Charlotte Pollard: 16-21 

 

Middlesex Under 13 Bronze 

BS Final Shashank Madhukiran won the event!! 

GS 

Round 2 Holly Clayton lost to Tvishi Agarwal: 15-21 

Semi-final Pranathi Koneru lost to Asha Kateli: 16-21 

Final Lavigne Leung lost to Asha Kateli: 16-21 
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XD 
Semi-final 

Thomas Sweetnam & Lavigne Leung lost to Joshua Oxley & Emma Goddard: 
15-21 

Final Shashank Madhukiran & Paankhuri Bhatia won the event!! 

BD Final 
Shashank Madhukiran & Thomas Sweetnam lost to Lukas Dimatteo & Luke 
Weston: 19-21 

GD Final 

Emma Goddard & Lavigne Leung lost to Paankhuri Bhatia & Alyssa Onnay 
Lee: 10-21 

Paankhuri Bhatia & Alyssa Onnay Lee won the event!! 

 

West Midlands Under 13 Bronze 

GS 
Quarter final Deborah James lost to Hermarni Canner: 6-21 

Final Lavigne Leung lost to Hermarni Canner: 7-21 

 

Essex Under 15 Bronze 

BS 
Round 2 

Lucas Siu lost to Adam Hunt: 16-21 

Tobias Goddard lost to Kaushik Rajesh: 12-21 

Quarter final Tommy Corteen lost to Thushar Jithesh: 4-21 

GD Final Olivia Clark & Amelia Dixon won the event!! 

 

Suffolk Under 15 Bronze 

GS Final Olivia Clark lost to Robyn Haysom: 15-21 

GD Final 
Paankhuri Bhatia & Lucy Downey lost to Jessica Bateman & Caitlin Parfitt: 13-
21 

 

Luton Under 15 Bronze 

BS Quarter final Tommy Corteen lost to Ewen Stephen: 13-21 

BD Final 
Tommy Corteen & Adam Hunt lost to Sonny Ward & Kelvin Koon: 19-21 

Sonny Ward & Kelvin Koon won the event!! 

GD Final Olivia Clark & Amelia Dixon won the event!! 

 

East London Under 15 Bronze 

BS Round 2 Tommy Corteen lost to Bradley Smith: 19-21 

GS 
Semi-final Amelia Dixon lost to Robyn Haysom: 14-21 

Final Olivia Clark lost to Robyn Haysom: 17-21 

BD Quarter final Jack Glynn & Sam Jarman lost to Kelvin Koon & Kaushik Rajesh: 12-21 

GD Final Olivia Clark & Amelia Dixon won the event!! 

 

Northampton Under 17 Bronze 

BS Quarter final Jason Haley lost to Jamie Cackett: 16-21 

 

Redbridge Under 17 Bronze 

GS Final Monique Maisey lost to Anna Palacci: 19-21 

 

Kent Under 17 Bronze 

BS 
Quarter final Rees Clarke lost to Thomas Allen: 17-21 

Semi-final Safee Hamid lost to Benjamin Hudson: 12-21 

XD Semi-final Rees Clarke & Harriet Bell lost to Brandon Yap & Chloe Yong: 11-21 

 

Oxfordshire Under 17 Bronze 

BS Round 2 Safee Hamid lost to Oscar Keys: 19-21 

 
BS = Boys Singles BS* = Boys Singles Gold Star BD = Boys doubles GS = Girls Singles 
GS* = Girls Singles Gold Star GD = Girls Doubles MX = Mixed Doubles 
 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition of On the Line!  The deadline for contributions to the 

July 2016 newsletter is Friday 24
th
June, and they should be sent to John Stobo at: 

J.R.Stobo@btinternet.com 

mailto:J.R.Stobo@btinternet.com
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Hertfordshire Junior Badminton League Match day schedule Sunday 8 May 2016 

       
Court 1  Court 2 Start time Court 3  Court 4 

  
Watford v 
Dacorum  

Hertsmere v 
Stevenage  

Welwyn Hatfield v 
St Albans 

  GS 14.10 GS  GS 
  BS 14.20 BS  BS 
  GD 14.30 GD  GD 
  BD 14.40 BD  BD 
  XD 14.50 XD  XD 
       

North 
Hertfordshire v 

Welwyn Hatfield  
Dacorum v St 

Albans  

East 
Hertfordshire v 

Three Rivers  
Broxbourne v 

Hertsmere 
GS  GS 15.05 GS  GS 
BS  BS 15.15 BS  BS 
GD  GD 15.25 GD  GD 
BD  BD 15.35 BD  BD 
XD  XD 15.45 XD  XD 

       
North 

Hertfordshire v 
Broxbourne  

Dacorum v 
Hertsmere  

East 
Hertfordshire v 

Stevenage  
Three Rivers v 

Watford 
GS  GS 16.00 GS  GS 
BS  BS 16.10 BS  BS 
GD  GD 16.20 GD  GD 
BD  BD 16.30 BD  BD 
XD  XD 16.40 XD  XD 

       

North 
Hertfordshire v 

Three Rivers 
 

Watford v 
Broxbourne 

 
St Albans v 
Stevenage  

East Hertfordshire 
v Welwyn Hatfield 

GS  GS 16.55 GS  GS 
BS  BS 17.05 BS  BS 
GD  GD 17.15 GD  GD 
BD  BD 17.25 BD  BD 
XD  XD 17.35 XD  XD 

       
GS = Girls’ singles, BS = Boys’ singles, GD = Girls’ doubles, BD = Boys’ doubles, XD = Mixed doubles 

 


