
Tony Clarke Tributes 
Herts badminton has lost a true friend in the passing of Tony Clarke. 

The county junior squad system was very much his vision and he worked hard to bring this about. 

It was my privilege to work with him for many years managing and coaching the U17 squad. He was totally 
dedicated and spent many a sleepless night at ICT assessing and re-assessing the best way to play the team 
against the following day’s opposition. 

Despite his Parkinsons he still followed the U17 team and with the support of his family we were able to help 
him continue as long as possible. 

He was awarded the BE services to badminton English Badminton Award for Longstanding and Exceptional 
Service to Badminton in 2005 and we were able to completely surprise him when he was presented with this 
at ICT. 

 
My deepest sympathy goes to his family. He was a true inspiration to me and to many young badminton 
players. 

Pat Walker 
Previous U17 Manager & HJBA Vice-President 



________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In case you have not already heard, I have just been informed by his daughter, Debbie, of the passing of Tony 
Clarke. 

It was back in January 2005 that Tony shared with me the awful secret that he had been recently diagnosed 
with Parkinson's disease. 

It was somewhat paradoxical that this occasion was to celebrate Tony and Bill Goode’s most worthy English 
Badminton Award for Longstanding and Exceptional Service to Badminton. 

I was privileged to speak about Tony’s and Bill’s considerable achievements, whilst being surrounded by 
many of their former outstanding proteges and friends. 

Tony had joined the HSBA committee in 1980 after watching his son, Graham, achieve success at one of the 
county U13 tournaments. 

However, this was a time when many of the committee members were departing but, fortunately, Tony had 
been further inspired by his daughter, Debbie, playing for Hertfordshire at the ICT 

Undeterred by Hertfordshire’s lowly overall performance (29th out of 32), Tony set up 5 coaching cells at 
Ware, Buntingford and Stevenage in addition to weekly squad sessions at the now defunct Mountbatten 
School in Hemel Hempstead. This amounted to 1 session every day of the week. 

Tony was wise enough to get additional help and guidance from several other highly respected coaches, 
including Paul Whetnall and Roger Mills; the latter having passed on his invaluable experience to other 
notable Hertfordshire coaches such as Dr Duncan Conway and John Smith. 

During 1985 a larger committee was formed along with three separate Hertfordshire squads, leading to 
Hertfordshire moving up the table with some excellent individual championship performances (in particular 
from Matt Ellis and Andy Griffin).  

A new high was reached at York (RIO) in 1988 when Hertfordshire finally broke into the country’s top ten 
counties, a feat that they maintained for the following 5 years. 

Then in 1994, this relatively small county achieved 4th position at the ICT to break into the medal positions 
for the first time. It should be appreciated that Tony now had the benefit of no less than 4 national squad 
players, which included a Natalie Munt, Helen Palmer, Christine Batty, Jenny Hawkyard and Tom Gooden. 

This had been no fluke achievement because in the following year, Tony’s squad gained 3rd place in this most 
prestigious of junior badminton events. On this occasion, Tony was fortunate to have a team that comprised 
5 of the top girls in England, Liza Parker, Suzanne Rayappan, Rebecca Brown, Lindsey Orchard and Kelly 
Matthews and Peter Gooden. At last, Hertfordshire were ready to take the gold position at the ICT….. and 
after a nail biting final against Yorkshire, Hertfordshire were crowned champions! 

This unstoppable combination won the Northern Counties U15’s in 1996 and RIO in 1997 and subsequently 

bronze positions at ICT in 2001 and 2004. 

Not one to rest on his laurels and in his 25th year as U17 squad manager, Tony’s team finished 2nd at ICT in 

April 2005 and then went on to be crowned national champions after winning the Shires League Final. 

I know that there are many players who owe Tony their deep gratitude for his ceaseless hard work, patience 
and sheer coaching ability but I am also aware that Tony would have gained enormous pleasure and joy from 
their own dedication and success. 

Apart from his undoubted talent in the sport of badminton, Tony was a very special and selfless individual 
who could have turned his hand to many different tasks. I am fortunate to have received some of his 
wonderful artwork and can also bear testimony to his enormous analytical skills. 



I would like to pay tribute to Tony’s wife, Linda, who has nursed him over such a long and difficult period. We 
are fortunate that his legacy lives on through his children and grandchildren with whom I would like to pass 
on my deepest sympathy.  

Ken Winchester 
Previous HJBA/HSBA Chair & HJBA Vice-President 


