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HJBA Bursary Policy and Process — 2025/26

HJBA operates two bursary schemes to support junior players financially:

Hardship Bursaries

Purpose:

To assist players whose families face financial challenges in meeting the cost of squad membership fees, ensuring
badminton remains inclusive and accessible.

Governance:
- Managed by a confidential Bursary Sub-Committee, appointed annually by the HIBA Committee.
- Applications are treated in strict confidence.
- The Treasurer is only informed of payment amounts awarded, not application details.
- All communication must be via bursaries@hijba.org.uk

Funding Guidelines:

- Annual budget: equivalent to the cost of two squad memberships.

- Maximum award: up to 50% of one squad fee per individual.

- Flexible alternatives, such as split payments, may be offered at the discretion of the Sub-Committee.
- The Sub-Committee may request additional funds from the main Committee if needed.

Eligibility & Application Timing:
- Applications must be submitted before the squad fee payment deadline (31 July).
- Mid-season applications from new players will be considered case-by-case.
- Support for other HIBA-related costs (beyond squad fees) may be requested and will follow the same
confidential process.

Communication Requirements:

- The annual squad letter must be shared with all Sub-Committee members.
- The letter must clearly state that all bursary-related matters are strictly confidential.
- The only contact point for applications is: bursaries@hjba.org.uk

Hardship Bursary Application Process

1. Application Submission:

The applicant emails their request to bursaries@hjba.org.uk

2. Assessment:

The Sub-Committee reviews the application based on financial/family need. Supporting evidence may be
requested.

3. Decision & Notification:
The applicant is notified of the outcome. If approved, the Treasurer is informed of the award amount.
4. Invoice Handling:

- Invoices for full squad fees are issued in July, with payment due by 31 July.
- If bursary approval occurs before payment, a revised invoice will be sent.
- If payment has already been made, a refund for the bursary amount will be issued.
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Achievement Bursaries

Purpose:

To recognise and support exceptional achievement in junior badminton.
Eligibility:

Automatically available to any HJBA player who:

- Is selected for the Badminton England Junior Performance Programme, or
- Represents England in an international match

Benefits:

- Free HIBA squad membership
- Access to training sessions
- Eligibility for team selection

Note: This bursary applies solely to squad membership fees. It does not cover expenses related to RIO, ICT, or
representing HIBA in matches. If needed, a separate hardship bursary application may be submitted for
support with RIO and ICT costs.

Ongoing Review:
- Player eligibility is reviewed termly.
- If a player is not selected for the Programme or an international match during a given term, a pro-rata
squad fee will apply for that period.
- Itis the player’s responsibility to report any change in selection status.

Achievement Bursary Application Process

1. Submission:

The player emails their squad manager directly with evidence of selection and the date of acceptance.
2. Validation:

The squad manager verifies the claim and, if valid, informs the Treasurer immediately.
3. Fee Adjustment:

The player is informed that fees will be charged at a pro-rata rate for any term in which they are not
selected.

4. Responsibility for Updates:

The player must notify their squad manager immediately of any change in selection status.
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